AFTERMATH OF WAR
in furtherance of the Balfour Declaration, sent a dispatch
to this effect to the Foreign Office. A friend, to whom
he showed the letter, warned him that Allenby would not
allow such criticism by one of his staff. Meinertzhagen
agreed that this was likely, but persisted in what he held
to be his duty. His dismissal was even swifter than the
friend had prophesied, and followed immediately on
Allenby seeing a copy of the letter. But Meinertzhagen
had no fear of Allenby and always met him on equal
terms. "I suppose you realize that you would have had
to give your housemaid longer notice/5 was his only
comment. Allenby laughed, and they parted friends.
They had always had a common interest in the study of
birds.
Major-General Sir Arthur Money was succeeded as
Military Administrator by Major-General Sir Harry
Watson in the middle of 1919, and the latter not long
afterwards by Major-General Sir Louis Bols, Allenby's
Chief of General Staff. The Military Administration
itself came to an end in June 1920, when Sir Herbert
Samuel became the first Civil Administrator. The
further progress of the Zionist experiment, its successes
and its failures, the prosperity it brought and the resent-
ment it caused, and all the rights and wrongs of that
unhappy conflict, are, fortunately, outside the scope of
this biography.
In both these political controversies, in Syria and in
Palestine, Allenby had maintained, so far as lay in his
power, a strict impartiality. His sympathies, no doubt,
lay with Feisal and the Arabs; but he used his authority
and influence to keep the Arabs strictly within the bounds
laid down by the Allied Governments, so long as he
controlled Syria. He regarded as premature the Foreign
Office encouragement of Zionism while Palestine was
still subject to military administration and should there-
fore by international law have had no major change
27